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Addressing school IAQ issues is a very important public health issue:

Asthma epidemic ïHigh rate of asthma in Hartford

Asthma ïbiggest health reason for absenteeism

Important staff health issue ïeducators have have highest rate of IAQ related 

occupational disease

-We have a program that really works ïHartford has made much headway, 

still needs work

-Hartford received a Good Start Award from EPA last year

-State Law
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Read the definition, say main focus of problem is contaminants, ventilation 

issues and temp/humidity
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EXPLAIN the following points:

¶ As a result of poor IAQ, health problems can include coughing, asthma 

episodes, bronchitis, headaches, allergic reactions, toxic poisoning, and the spread 

of infectious diseases.

¶ Students donôt learn as well and teachers donôt teach as well when they are 

suffering health effects of poor IAQ.

¶ When schools arenôt aware of IAQ problems, and donôt act to prevent them, 

the eventual costs may be much higher than would have been the case otherwise.  

Identifying and fixing a problem early, or taking preventive measures, may save 

many dollars in the long run.  For example, if schools must be closed for repair, if 

substitute teachers must be hired to replace sick ones, or if equipment must be 

replaced rather than maintained, large costs may be incurred.

¶ Negative publicity resulting from poor IAQ may have parents and community 

members upset, generating lack of trust for the school system.

¶ The school system may even be sued for damages caused by poor IAQ.
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¶ Building materials and furnishingsðlike paneling, draperies, or desksð

contain components like resins, adhesives, and solvents.  These products can 

emit volatile organic compounds (VOCs) that cause irritating symptoms.

¶ Maintenance productsðsuch as paints, caulking, and adhesives, emit 

contaminants while in use or storage.

ÅOffice equipment such as copiers, trade equipment in industrial shops, and 

science equipment in labs contain formaldehyde and other VOCs, such as 

ozone, phenols, and methanol.

ÁMicrobiological pollutants include bacteria, viruses, allergens such as pollen, 

insect parts, and fungi such as mold.   Wet carpeting and building materials 

resulting from leaks, cooling towers, humidifiers, drains, and ducts are 

incubators of these types of pollutants.

ÅCommon outdoor pollutants that can be sources of indoor air pollution are bus 

and automobile exhaust, pollen, pesticides, and dust.  Dumpsters are also a 

source of outdoor pollution.

ÅRadon is a naturally occurring radioactive soil gas that cannot be seen, 

smelled, or tasted.  It is also the second leading cause of lung cancer.
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EXPLAIN that HVAC systems may contribute to IAQ problems in several 

ways:

¶ As stated before, they may not have been designed to supply sufficient 

outdoor air or to remove indoor pollutants sufficiently through ventilation.  

Sometimes people deliberately block the flow of outdoor air.

¶ Sometimes ventilation controls are broken or deliberately disconnected.

¶ Filters, if not changed on schedule, become dirty and prevent proper 

ventilation.

Without regular cleaning, microbiological growth may occur in drip pans, duct 

work, coils, and humidifiers.
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ÅThere are no appropriate standards for use in indoor environments such 

as schools and residences.  There are some industrial standards for 

permissible exposure limits for certain chemicals used in manufacturing 

and other work place settings, but these standards should not be used 

for children, sensitive populations such as pregnant women, the 

elderly, or people with certain illnesses. There are no standards for 

indoor levels of molds so mold testing is not recommended:

ÅFind and fix the moisture source, kill and remove mold spores

ÅTesting as a first response does not usually lead to an answer or 

solution. Very often air testing is conducted as a knee-jerk reaction to a 

reported IAQ problem. Such testing done in the absence of a hypothesis, 

or as part of a well-planned investigation, usually produces data that 

raises more questions that it answers.  It can raise expectations that a 

solution will follow, and subsequently raises suspicions if no answer is 

found.

ÅRefer participants to fact sheet: 

Indoor Air Quality Testing Should Not Be The First Move

Åin coordinators folder

Åon DPH CD



ÅSuggest that fact sheet be posted on district web site
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